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Agenda for Annual Meeting 

  Opening Prayer 

 Report from the Pastoral Search Committee 

 Approval of the 2014 Budget 

 Open Discussion 

 Election & Installation of Officers: 

o Marlena Moore, Vice Moderator 

o James Scott, Building Ministry 

o Lucas Novak, Wider Church Ministry 

o Lanny Dick, Inner church Ministry 

o Sandy Calkins, Financial Ministry 

 Closing Prayer 

 Adjourn 

Potluck 



Annual Report 2013 

Moderator 

 

Little did I know a year ago when I agreed to follow Lanny Dick as Moderator, what was in store 

for not only me but for all of us!  It has been an important year in the life of Sixth Avenue 

U.C.C.  and I want to thank you both personally and on behalf of the Leadership Team for your 

prayers, your help and support, energy and enthusiasm.  

 

Pastor Dan’s departure in April set the tone for the work the Leadership Team had to do in 2013.  

Our first task was to hire an Interim Pastor to lead us through the next several months.  Working 

with Tom Rehling at the Rocky Mountain UCC Conference Office, we began the process.   The 

Leadership Team met with candidates and unanimously selected Rev. Jack Wieczorek.  Jack 

arrived in June, and it has been a great partnership.   A special thank you to all of our clergy 

members who so graciously helped fill in between Dan’s leaving and Jack’s arrival. 

 

The selection and installation of the Pastoral Search Committee was completed by mid-year and 

their work began.  By the end of 2013 the Committee had done an outstanding job of preparing a 

profile of Sixth Avenue to be distributed to interested candidates.  The process will continue into 

2014, as resumes are reviewed, interviews conducted and possibly the 

recommendation/presentation of a final candidate made to the congregation. 

 

Entering into a time of transition can result in decreased attendance in worship and has the 

potential for creating an overall feeling of anxiety……we have realized neither!  Our worship 

and Sunday School participation has been steady and we regularly welcome a number of visitors 

on Sunday mornings.   

 

The Leadership Team accepted the resignation of our Administrative Assistant and Caretaker, 

Robert McGoey, to be effective March 31, 2014.  Robert has done a remarkable job for Sixth 

Avenue and he will be missed.  He has some exciting plans for the next chapter of his life and we 

wish him the best. 

 

Due primarily to the pastoral change, we were able to close 2013 financially “in the black”.  We 

are fortunate to continue to have a full roster of tenants and appreciate the opportunity to share 

our sanctuary with Pax Christi ECC Church. 

 

It is a privilege to be part of the Leadership Team at Sixth Avenue, and I am looking forward to 

the second year of my term as Moderator.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Vickie Golobic 

 



2013 Annual Report for 

Inner Church Committee at Sixth Avenue UCC 

  

The most apparent thing that Inner Church does is Coffee Hour plus the various dinners we have 

throughout the year. In 2013 we had a few extra events: We celebrated Dan Geslin's eight years 

at Sixth Avenue and wished him well in his new life in Maine in April; and Thelma Flowers had 

her ECC on October 30
th

 followed by a reception to add to our usual Pot Lucks. Setting-up for all 

these events and Sunday Coffee Hour has been beautifully handled by Larry Crabbe and Merlin 

Logan all year for which we owe them a big Thank You. 

 

Dinners for 8 has been part of the life of Sixth avenue for several years but in 2013 so few people 

signed up that we were not able to get an event planned. We will try again in 2014. 

 

Changing the banners to correspond with the seasons of the Church Year usually fell to Jack 

Dow, Tom Schaffnit, and James Scott because they are brave enough and willing to climb the 

ladder to make the change.  

 

The Sunday School, under the leadership of Rev. Dr. Kim Shinabery with the assistance of Mo 

Scott showed great growth in 2013 meaning that they are doing an outstanding job. We thank 

them for their extra time and effort preparing a meaningful learning experience each week.  

 

For 2014 we have several new volunteers for the committee and look forward to a great year.  

 

Lanny Dick 

 

Inner Church Ministry 



 

6th Avenue UCC Church 

2013 Annual Report Update from Wider Church Ministry 

 
 

The eighth statement in the United Church of Christ’s “What We Believe” statement is, “We 

believe that God calls us to be servants of others and to be good stewards of the earth’s 

resources. ‘To believer is to care; to care is to do.’   

 

At 6
th

 Avenue United Christ of Christ, we lived out this believe in 2013 in diverse and creative 

ways: 

 

 The entire congregation actively supported the UCC’s special ministry offerings including One 

Great Hour of Sharing which benefitted selected UCC missionary efforts around the world and 

The Christmas Special Offering fund benefitting those in need who served as “veterans of the 

cross.” 

 Once every month on Communion Sunday, members faithfully contributed food for Denver Inter-

City Parrish’s metro food bank.  Over 1,000 pounds of food, much of it key protein rich foods 

requested by the food bank, was donated by our church.  Many volunteers assisted in delivering 

the food to the Food Bank (gratitude to Tom and Jack!), but a special thank you to Merlin Logan 

who served as this missionary team’s captain. 

 Nearly every member and many visitors contributed to our festive “mitten tree” during the 

Christmas season.  Scores of gloves and mittens for all ages were collected and donated to 

Denver Inter-City Parrish to distribute in December.  A huge thank you goes to Leslie, Kate and 

Margaret Hughes for creative promotion and great coordination of this important mission project! 

 Our church dramatically showed its generous heart as dozens of members stepped up to 

contribute new gifts for children of all ages, from infant to 18 years old, to the “store” staffed by 

Denver Inter-City Parrish so that economically challenged parents could select Christmas gifts for 

their children free of charge.  Heart-felt appreciation goes to Elaine Yoder for her leadership in 

making this a successful and joyful project.  The abundant gratitude from the staff at Denver 

Inter-City Parrish was warmly deserved and goes out to every member of our congregation. 

 Many members of the church served the wider church and the community in too many ways to 

count or name:  attending demonstrations and meetings, donating time and money to support 

many cherished humanitarian projects, clipping coupons for food banks to use, and representing 

our church at various mission projects through the metro area, nation and the world.   

 

Indeed, at 6th Avenue Church, we strive to reflect the compassion and love of Christ in action! 

 

-Kimra Perkins 



Building Ministry 2013 Annual Report 
 

 There isn’t much particularly exciting or exotic about the building ministry from 
year to year.  For much of the time, the job is to react to problems and have them fixed.  
There is minimal ongoing upkeep because much of that is done by the church caretaker.  
Early this year, there were some blown pipes in the basement, which needed an immediate 
fix.  The pink banners out front of the church were removed after several years, and quite a 
lot of time went into the typical issues, such as weeds, graffiti, and so forth.  This is mostly 
what the building ministry does.  I feel the year has been good - although our church is old, 
it continues to hold together and serve us well.   
 
 I would be remiss if I didn’t thank a few people here.   First, Robert McGoey has done 
an excellent job as caretaker of the church.  He lives in the downstairs apartment, and has 
the duties of weekly cleaning and lock-up for the church.  Robert has done excellent work 
in this role, quickly solving problems as they arise, and maintaining high standards.  He has 
shoveled our walks and vacuumed our floors countless times behind the scenes.  He will be 
missed when he walks away from this role.  Second, several of our neighbors on Adams 
Street spent some time this summer working on the exterior of the church - trimming trees 
and cutting down the ivy from the walls.  Their work was highly appreciated- it’s good to 
live in a neighborhood with such kind people.   
 
 Moving forward, my hope is to find ways to increase involvement of church 
members with the building ministry so we feel a bit more of a connection to our building 
and each other!  
 
-James Scott 



2013 ANNUAL REPORT 

January 2014 

Reverend Jane E. Vennard 

 

 

In appreciation for the three-way covenant I hold with Sixth Avenue United Church I report on my 

ministry for the past year. 

 

My new book, Fully Awake and Truly Alive: Spiritual Practices to Nurture Your Soul, was released in 

March by SkyLight Paths Publishing and I had a “launch party” at Calvary Baptist Church. It has received 

a lot of attention and received some good reviews. Spirituality and Practice has named it one of the best 

spiritual books of 2013. I am now at work on another book with the working title of Teaching – The 

Sacred Art with the same publisher. The manuscript is due the end of 2014. 

 

I continue to see about 24 people for spiritual direction, most of them monthly. They come from a variety 

of religious and cultural backgrounds and are all ages. Many of them are religious professionals, others 

are active in their churches as lay people, and some are struggling with organized religion. It is an honor 

to journey with them and I often feel I learn more from those who come than they could possibly learn 

from me. 

 

My teaching ministry has included a one-week summer class and a one-week interterm class at the Iliff 

School of Theology. In addition to my Iliff teaching I taught at Garrett Theological Seminary in Chicago 

in their D.Min program and in Arkansas for The Academy for Spiritual Formation – a program of the 

Upper Room. I also travelled to Palo Alto, CA to lead a women’s retreat and preach in the UCC church I 

grew up in and to Albany NY to lead a retreat for spiritual directors. 

 

Closer to home, I preached  on Homecoming Sunday at Park Hill UCC while their pastor was on 

sabbatical, led a one day retreat for Contemplative Outreach, presented at a continuing education event 

for Spiritual Direction Colorado, and taught four Sunday mornings in the adult education program at 

Trinity UMC. 

 

For professional development I continue to see my own spiritual director monthly. In January I attended a 

weekend event with Christine Valtner Paintner, a poet and visual artist who connects the creative process 

to spiritual direction. In March I traveled to Malibu for a weekend sponsored by Companions on the Inner 

Way on the topic of Jesus as Teacher. In late August I took a three day solitary silent retreat in a small 

house outside of Cripple Creek owned by the Dominican Sisters of Great Bend, Kansas. I added another 

four days of silent retreating in early December at a hermitage at the Jesuit Retreat House in Sedalia. I 

attend a monthly peer supervision group in spiritual direction and participate in quarterly meetings of 

Spiritual Direction Colorado.  

 

I have enjoyed being at Sixth Avenue more regularly this year, finding comfort and encouragement in our 

community, and plan to be present in church in a variety of ways in the coming year. I am deeply 

appreciative of the more than 20 years that Sixth Avenue has supported my ministry of teaching, writing, 

and spiritual direction. 

 

-Jane Vennard 

 



Music Ministry 2013 Annual Report 

 

The year 2013 saw some expansion of the music program. In April, we welcomed pianist Ann 

Markey, who shared the duties of playing piano for services with Marlena Moore. While the 

choir was on summer break, they divided services equally, and while choir was in session, 

Marlena played for one Sunday a month. Ann has been instrumental in finding special music for 

preludes, postludes, and offertories.  

 

In the fall, Kim Shinaberry and Marlena began collaborating to start a Children’s Choir. Once a 

month, they sang with members of the adult choir, and sang with the full choir in November. We 

look forward to providing further musical opportunities for the children.  

 

The choir, led by Marlena, prepared a variety of pieces to sing during the Offertory. They sang 

choral anthems, hymns from the New Century Hymnal, and special arrangements of praise songs 

from the Sing! Songbook.  One highlight included a collaboration with Lucy Walker for a special 

Black History Month service in February, which featured poems of Paul Lawrence Dunbar 

alternated with several traditional African-American spirituals. In the fall, Marlena began 

providing coaching to members of the congregation to help build the ranks of the adult choir. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Marlena Moore, Minister of Music 



Children and Youth Education Programs 2013 Annual Report 

 

The children and youth of Sixth Ave. UCC have been busy in 2013.  During the first part 

of 2013, we focused in Sunday School on forgiveness. Martin Luther King once said, 

“Forgiveness is not an occasional act; it is a constant attitude.” Children learn how to forgive by 

watching others forgive. Each week, we recorded on paper leaves when we saw others forgive 

and then attached the leaves to our Forgiveness Tree. Once we reached 100 leaves, the children 

celebrated with temporary tattoos. Kate Hughes suggested we do something similar with fish, so 

we now have a Sea of Tranquility, focusing on seeing others make good choices. 

 

This summer, the children began attending the beginning of worship with their parents, 

then going to Sunday School after the Children's Sermon. Most of the time, I have used the 

Children’s Sermon as the lesson, with an accompanying activity or craft in Sunday School. In the 

fall, we began using a curriculum entitled “I Came From Joy: Spiritual Affirmations and 

Activities for Children,” by Lorna Ann Knox, published by Crystal Clarity.  

 

In the fall, Marlena and I revived the Children's Choir. The last Sunday of October, 

dressed in their Halloween costumes and with the assistance of a few adults, the children sang 

their first song as a choir, a rendition of “The Twelve Days of Halloween.”  

 

For the first time in more years than anyone can remember, we have a small group of 

youth in grades 5-8. This fall, we began a Middle School youth group. Our first activity was a 

trip to the Corn Maize at the Botanic Gardens at Chatfield. Everyone had a fun time, including 

the younger children, who joined the youth for the excursion, and the parents, with whom the 

outing would not have been possible. 

 

In the fall, I met with Jack and the Leadership Team to renew my ministerial covenant 

with Sixth Ave UCC. One of my new duties is preaching four times a year.  

 

Working with the children and youth at Sixth Ave UCC since 2010 has been essential to 

my healing from a devastating fall in 2008. My call to ministry has always been with children 

and youth; however, one of the consequences of that fall was the inability to work full-time with 

children and youth. Working with the children in our community and teaching part-time at the 

University of Phoenix have given my life new direction. Thank you for the opportunity to once 

again be an integral part of this ministry; Pastor Jack for his openness to and support of the 

involvement of our children and youth at Sixth Ave; Mo Scott, whose assistance with and 

involvement in Sunday School enriches the lives of our children and makes my job easier; the 

parents of our community; Vickie Golobic and Lanny Dick for their leadership and support; and 

everyone in our community for opening your lives to our children and youth and encouraging 

them to share in our Christian journey. 

 

-Rev. Dr. Kimberly A. Shinabery 



 

Interim Pastor’s 2013 Annual Report 

 

 This year’s Annual Meeting falls near what will probably be the mid-point of my interim 

ministry with you at Sixth Avenue.  As such, it affords a good vantage point both to look back on 

the last half of 2013 and to take a glance ahead at some of the challenges I think you’ll be facing 

as a new chapter in Sixth Avenue’s history begins. 

 

 The transition from Dan’s ministry into this interim period has been generally smooth.  

There are, I think, a few reasons for this.  First, lay leadership has kept the church moving 

forward and tackling important tasks.  Second, Sixth Avenue has a talented and dedicated staff 

without whom much of its music, children’s, community, and administrative ministry would not 

happen.  And third, there is an obvious sense of comfort and community in this congregation that 

makes Sixth Avenue an easy place to be. 

 

 Looking ahead, there are some challenges as Sixth Avenue reflects on where it wants to 

go from here.  There is always a need to explore ways to better serve the wider community; 

continuing and strengthening engagement with community organizations and agencies is an 

ongoing task.  As the church’s ministry to young people grows, decisions will have to be made 

concerning structure and staffing.  The vibrant music program with which we are blessed is a 

clear attraction to the church.  Offering interesting adult education opportunities would add an 

additional dimension to our place in the community. 

 

 In the end, what will attract folks to Sixth Avenue is, yes, good advertising, but even 

more a strong, visible, and well-conceived ministry that offers real options for growth in our 

faith journeys. 

 

          Peace always, 

          Jack Wieczorek 

 

 

 


